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wills It, his desire will be accomplished, and if He allows us to be
shattered, it may well be because He means to do it Himself. This is
no dream. The thing is as certain as ever. There are some bitter
things "which are worth all the joys of earth, and I prefer, many
thousand times, to suffer with you in such a cause, than, to triumph
with the whole world. Your letter is more precious to me than I
can possibly say. Troubles shared are already half assuaged; only
I know that if we suffer, you are suffering still more, and it is this
thought that hurts me most.86

How deeply Halifax felt the wound of this failure only those
who knew him best were allowed to be aware. Something of
the pain appears in a letter he wrote to Mr. Athelstan Riley on
October zyth:

I am conscious of a great desire to retire into myself and go no-
where and say nothing for a long time. Indeed I am quite sure that
it is absolutely necessary for the sake of all we care about, and also
for my own, which however is a very minor point, that I should
not have to go to any meetings where I have to talTc about Church
matters just now.87

Halifax's Roman friends, von Hugel and Wilfrid Ward,
dutifully accepted the Bull, as did Duchesne among the French
Catholics. Von Hiigel wrote to Cardinal Vaughan that al-
though it

is not of course exactly what I had hoped and wished for, the
acceptance of its sentence has cost me little or no intrinsic difficulty
... I had never held even silently in my own heart the simple

validity of the Orders.__My extrinsic difficulty is purely general.

It is a fear lest this decision may encourage in our rank and file a
tone "which now for over a quarter of a century has tried me much,
all Catholic and, please God, devoted Catholic as I am; a tone
which I know full well would have constituted an all but insuper-
able barrier to my becoming a Catholic had I had the misfortune
of being born outside the Church, Bishop Brownlow represents, I
think, in these matters very much the tone and attitude that not